A BIT OF HISTORY (1)

Abbé Bernard Leblond, a former parish priest of Gatteville, learned how to make the
stones of this village speak. So let us follow his example and allow this chapel to tell

its own story...

« | have been ransacked, sold, burned down, and even slated for demolition. But |
have always survived despite the vicissitudes of life, and | still hope to reach the age
of a thousand years. For | was born around 1070, when William the Bastard had just
conquered England and thus became William the Conqueror. My cradle was a 7th-

century Merovingian cemetery, proof that worship had already begun in this place...

| was obviously small at that time. My new walls saw Jehan de Gatteville come and
bow before his departure for the First Crusade. Paintings decorated my apse at that
time.

As you leave, be sure to admire the Romanesque modillions on my chevet, human
and animal heads worn by time, which still watch over the three small Romanesque
bays.

Today's choir is the old small church, whose entrance can be identified by its large
granite slab and traces of a bolt. Next to it is an old altar table; on the renovated
ceiling, stone corbels support the

beams; on one wall is a beautitul painted tace.

| was then chaperoned by the priors of the Abbey of the Vow of Cherbourg and the

priests of the bishopric of Coutances, each for a week. Then | grew until the 18th
century, with my stone roof raised and walls supported by large buttresses, walls
pierced with granite or limestone bays. Two steps carved from a single block of
granite mark my new entrance.

Above the 18th-century porch, a niche housed a statue of the Virgin and Child in
very poor condition... It is true that to save it from the excesses of the Revolution,
sailors submerged it at night in the nearby Infremare well. »
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A BIT OF HISTORY (2)

« Under the niche, my name is engraved in black, “Notre-Dame-de-Bon-Secours’. It
was given to me in 1783, as | was previously called “Notre-Dame-de-Bonne-

Espérance”.

The same sailors who saved my stone statue at the entrance also saved the
polychrome wooden one kept inside. This time, it was hidden under the floor of the
neighbouring Old Bell Tower.

On the north side, at least one window was enlarged to let in more cheerful light,
but unfortunately, in 1882, attention was focused on the neighbouring church, which
had just been restored in the neo-Gothic style of the time. Thus, the magnificent
Renaissance high altar (now listed) was assigned to me, along with a mutilated
Virgin and Child. My role was then bordering on storage!

Worse still, in 1886, the Municipal Council wanted to demolish me to build a school,
but the 'Fabrique’ (Pastoral Council) and the population defended me fiercely and
the project was fortunately abandoned.

But shortly afterwards, as if it were a series of misfortunes, a fire ravaged my choir.
Then, thanks to popular fervour, | was restored and healed. | was then returned to
worship. Mademoiselle LEGAGNEUX painted the canvas above the entrance for me,
and L. LECHEVALIER's canvas (1857) was placed next to it.

Alas, in the 20th century, | became a shelter for firefighting equipment. But | was
finally restored in 1968, thanks in part to a generous cheque from Prince Rainier of
Monaco, whose Grimaldi family once owned the Barony of Gatteville.

| was then returned to prayer and pilgrimages. | painfully welcomed the remains of
the three-masted ship Luna, which sank on 17 February 1860 off the coast of
Gatteville, as well as a badly damaged memorial stone found in the old cemetery,
where 38 of the 101 sailors who drowned were buried. One grave still remains there.

| have no complaints. | am now listed as a historic monument and my restoration

continues over the years. »
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